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                                                                         12th January 2021 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Wishing everyone in our school community a very Happy, Safe and Healthy New Year! We 
hope that you enjoyed some family time during the holidays and even managed to get out 
into the snow more recently.  
 
It has continued to be a different start to the year as we continue to navigate our way 
through the current measures that are in place. Before Christmas 2020 the First Minister 
announced that most school pupils would learn remotely, rather than in school, until Monday 
18 January 2021. On 4 January 2021 the First Minister confirmed that the Scottish 
Government had decided to extend this date and keep school buildings closed to the 
majority of pupils until 1 February 2021. This will be reviewed in mid-January. 
 
Safety First continues to be the government’s priority and – as we set out within our 
communication to families on 8th January – this is our priority, alongside our provision of 
learning and teaching opportunities in the form of Remote Learning. Yesterday was our first 
day of Remote Learning and we are delighted at the response we have received so far from 
our pupils and families. It is an evolving programme, and we will continue to explore its 
possibilities. Each Google Classroom has a suggested timetable, however we hugely 
appreciate that every family has its own dynamics. Likewise, there is core learning and 
optional learning offers. Most classes are using a Question of the Day as a means of 
registering pupils. It is really important that pupils participate in this as we are monitoring 
this, as well as levels of engagement. The streamlined curriculum continues to be the 
framework being followed by schools in the authority. 
 
Parents and carers want the very best for their children. It is important to stress that, in a 
period of remote learning, parents and carers are not expected to be teachers and we 
understand that many will be juggling work and childcare. Facilitating Remote Learning 
brings a number of challenges for families, for staff, and for learners themselves, however 
we are confident that we will continue to work and support one another through this period – 
just as we have always done.  
 
We will continue to offer as many support materials/resources/links for the adults at home 
too, as we appreciate that this is a new way of supporting your child’s learning. In the 
meantime, we will continue to offer a Remote Learning programme that will build on, extend 
and apply previous classroom learning. Each class has the facility to upload/share 
completed tasks to allow staff to assess your child’s understanding of the learning tasks 
assigned to them. By taking part each day, your child will also be better placed to continue 
with the new and progressive learning that will be shared by class teachers from next week 
onwards. 
 
Thanking you for your continued support. 
 
 
Mrs Henry 


